Summary of the proposed new program: 

New: Content /specialty area in the Master of Science in Education degree

This proposal is to add an additional advanced/content specialty area in the MSEd program.  The new content/specialty area would be in Curriculum and Instruction.  Currently WOU’s MSEd program does not offer a Curriculum and Instruction specialty area that allows students to deeply study curriculum and instruction issues within particular subject areas or across endorsement levels (early childhood, elementary, middle/high, etc.)

This new specialty area will add additional offerings for incoming MSEd students to focus deeply on curriculum and instruction issues, research, and pedagogy within a chosen area.  This will provide additional opportunities for all MSEd students to take courses in curriculum and instruction but will also provide additional offerings for elementary/middle and middle/high school endorsed teachers to pursue studies in curriculum in their chosen endorsement area.  This will also provide additional options for graduate students who want to take online options for their MSEd studies.

Additionally, this is a focus area that many MSEd students have expressed interest in but we do not currently offer in our MSEd program.  (Particularly students who are middle school, middle/high school  or high school only teachers.)

Please see the attached Catalog Description for additional details about the coursework required for this MSEd content/specialty area.
Proposed Catalog Description
Curriculum and Instruction Content Core (18 credits):
All students will complete the following to earn 18 graduate credit hours in the “content core” of their MSEd degree.

-ED 648 Advanced Curriculum and Assessment Planning (3)

- Advanced Literacy Curriculum and Planning (3)  
(Students must choose a minimum of one course from the options below.)
CSE 611 Information Literacy

CSE 612 Media Literacy

ED 691 Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment Strategies for English Language Learners

ED 692 Classroom Strategies in First and Second Language Reading and Writing

ED 689 Contemporary Issues in Literature for Children and Young Adults

ED 655 Foundations of Literacy

ED 640 Literacy Theory, Inquiry, and Practice

ED 668 Assessment and Instruction in Reading

ED 690 Reading and Composition in the Secondary School

ED 666 Middle Level Literacy
LING 615 Applied Linguistics for Teachers
SPED 620 Content Reading and Instructional Planning
WR 642 Writing Across the Curriculum

-12 credits of electives, selected from ED, CSE,  SPED, HE, PE and Liberal Arts & Sciences offerings, approved by advisor.  Program plan of study will be selected with an advisor to focus in one of the following areas:
· Science Education

· Social Studies Education

· Math Education

· ESOL Education

· Language Arts Education

· Literacy Education

· Early Childhood Education

· Secondary School Education

Additionally, all students in the MSEd degree take a required Advanced Pedagogy course (3 credits) in their Professional Education Core.  
Advanced Pedagogy Choices for MSEd Curriculum and Instruction:

ED 619 Contemporary Developments in Early Childhood Education 

ED 620 Application of Learning and Developmental Theories to Early Childhood Education 
ED 622 Secondary School Curriculum 
ED 637 Advanced Content Pedagogy 
