Date:  
April 21, 2010

From:  
Department of Theatre and Dance

To:  
Faculty Senate

Subject:  
BA/BS in Theatre with Musical Theatre Emphasis

Proposal
Create a new Musical Theatre emphasis within our existing B.A./B.S. in Theatre.  This emphasis is created using existing classes within Theatre and Dance, plus three new courses designed specifically for Musical Theatre studies.  The total credits for the B.A./B.S remains the same.

Motivation
While Theatre has a wide and deep curriculum, one important area that we have not covered is Musical Theatre.  Students with a strong interest in this area have been piecing together their own course of study, typically by pursuing a Theatre degree, then pairing that with a Minor in either Dance or Music (and sometimes both).  While this is admirable, the missing element in this path is a cohesive plan of study.  Since Musical Theatre is a major component of American theatre, the department felt it was time to create an emphasis that would fulfill this need.

Methodology
The new emphasis in Musical Theatre represents a simple shift in our current curriculum.  Our B.A./B.S. in Theatre is 72 credits, with 48 of those credits required courses.  The remaining 24 credits are electives.  The Musical Theatre emphasis simply keeps the required 48 credits as is, and then assigns the other 24 credits by requiring one additional 3 credit acting class, 12 credits in Dance, and three new classes (9 credits total) in a Musical Theatre Studio sequence.  

The 24 credits that are moved from electives to assigned requirements are:

· TA 271 Acting II (3)

· TA 315 Musical Theatre Studio I (3) – new course
· TA 316 Musical Theatre Studio II (3) – new course
· TA 415 Musical Theatre Studio III (3) – new course
· D 185-187 Ballet (1 each, 3 total)

· D 188-190 Jazz (1 each, 3 total)

· D 196-198 Tap (1 each, 3 total)

· D 357 Dance in Musical Theatre (3)

Students could fully round out the Musical Theatre emphasis by either pursuing a Minor in Music or a Minor in the Arts.  While we, of course, cannot require a particular Minor with this emphasis, most students interested in Musical Theatre are already pursuing a Minor in Music.  That, or a Minor in the Arts that includes classes from the Music Department, would give students a very strong curriculum in Musical Theatre. (The Music Department is fully in support of this proposal, and has graciously agreed to provide voice lessons to Theatre students pursuing this emphasis area.)

Summary

The B.A./B.S. in Theatre with Musical Theatre Emphasis is within our regular B.A./B.S., in which elective credits are assigned to classes appropriate to Musical Theatre.  This emphasis area has already garnered strong interest among students, and fills a missing gap in our curriculum.  

