Date: November 20, 2009

From: Division of Teacher Education, MSEd Degree

To: Faculty Senate

Re: Catalog language changes for MSEd in Language Arts Degree

Proposal: Changing the language in the current catalog description (2009-2010) to include a more holistic option of language arts related course work for MSEd students pursuing the language arts focus area (at both the elementary and secondary level.)  Include courses in the education department as well as LAS for core content in language arts.

Motivation:  This change will allow MSEd in Language Arts students to take classes in their content core (language arts) from the College of Education as well as from Liberal Arts and Sciences approved courses. Under the current catalog, (2009-2010), courses in education are not listed as approved selections for the MSEd in Language Arts content core. Additionally, selected previously "required" classes are now listed as "recommended."

Rationale for these changes includes:

1) Feedback from students that they would like to be able to include courses in reading, literary theory, teaching literature, working with ESOL students on reading and writing, children's/young adult literature, etc. which are currently offered in the College of Education as options for their content core. Such courses are appropriate and beneficial to elementary, middle, and high school teachers pursuing a degree to expand their knowledge about teaching language arts. 

2) To expand the graduate offerings available to MSEd students, including courses that are taught during the late afternoons/evenings each term to better match the needs of practicing teachers, which the vast majority of our MSEd students are.

 3) Additionally, these expanded offerings will allow MSEd in language arts students to have a greater number of 600 level courses in their content core if selected. (Courses with only other graduate students enrolled.)

Summary of Changes:

New Catalog Descriptions for MSED Language Arts:

Changes that are noted: Addition of the word Education (where bolded).  Changing the term “required” to include additional options for meeting writing requirements.  Changing LING 550 from required recommending.
English/Language Arts : Elementary/Middle (18)

Writing (3-4)  WR 540, Teaching of Writing (4) required unless course on teaching writing/writing pedagogy is present elsewhere in student’s undergraduate or graduate program.

Linguistics (3-4)   LING 550, Grammar and Writing (4) recommended.
Literature (3-4)

And other approved electives to reach a minimum of 18 graduate credits.  To reach 18 credits, students can choose 500 or 600 level courses in Education,  English, other Humanities fields, Theatre Arts or other Liberal Arts and Sciences content areas as approved by MSEd advisor.  

At least 3 credits of the total need to be 600 level courses to meet graduate school requirements.

English/Language Arts: High School (18)

Writing (3-4)  WR 540, Teaching of Writing (4) required unless course on teaching writing/writing pedagogy is present elsewhere in student’s undergraduate or graduate program.

Linguistics (3-4)   LING 550, Grammar and Writing (4) recommended.
Literature (6-8)

Theory & Criticism (3-4)

And other approved electives to reach a minimum of 18 graduate credits.  To reach 18 credits, students can choose 500 or 600 level courses in Education, English, other Humanities fields, Theatre Arts or other Liberal Arts and Sciences content areas as approved by MSEd advisor.  

At least 3 credits of the total need to be 600 level courses to meet graduate school requirements.

