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Policy Change

Policy: Comprehensive Exam scheduling for students enrolled in the History MA program
A)  Describe the proposed policy change in terms of how the change differs from the policy as currently approved and published in the latest University catalog (specify the latest catalog date).

According to the 2009-2010 catalog 'some divisions at WOU require comprehensive written examinations based on course work in the student's content area.' Currently students enrolled in graduate studies at the WOU take comprehensive exams collectively. The Graduate Office currently holds comprehensive exams three times a year: on November 5-6, February 11-12 and May 6-7. The proposal requests that comprehensive exams for students enrolled in the MA in History now be scheduled and administered by the History department.

B)  Describe the reasons for making this change.
History MA students take written and oral examinations based on their individualized program of coursework with faculty members in the department. Our program does not lend itself to collective examinations but rather to exams tailored to each student that reflect each student’s individual program of study. Faculty members in history believe that our students and program will be best served if we schedule individual comprehensive examinations based on the needs and schedules of students and faculty. We understand that we are asking to take on the management and direction of comprehensive examinations, both written and oral, and that this will entail additional work and responsibility. This is not because we are dissatisfied in any way with the important support provided by the graduate studies office and staff. We are very appreciative of their support. But because we seek to have more options for when we arrange for comprehensive exams we do not wish to place any additional burdens on the graduate studies office. We are asking for this change based on our understanding that we will take full responsibility for the comprehensive exam process. This model is also the model for other graduate programs in history in the United States and abroad.

Separate comprehensive exams will enable History faculty to better schedule their comprehensive exams to fit the schedule of students enrolled in the History MA. Students will not be required to take comprehensive exams in the middle of term and will have the option of completing their comprehensive exams during the summer. One of the areas that the MA program has sought to develop is to appeal to non-traditional students and to students seeking to begin profession positions in the fall. The MA was designed to facilitate this through a summer cohort, however, under the current policy History MA students who complete during the summer term have to wait three months from the completion of their coursework until their comprehensive exams. This has had a detrimental effect on the ability of students finding employment in teaching fields following their graduation. Under the proposed revision students graduating from the History MA program in the summer will be able to take exams during the summer, rather than waiting until November 5-6.
Enables discipline specific comprehensive exams – History comprehensive exams already require an oral component in contrast to other disciplines on campus.

Students have expressed concern at the current organization of comprehensive exams in the History MA program.

C)  How and when will the effectiveness of these changes be determined?

History faculty will liaise with students graduating from the MA program in order to determine whether the revised policy responds to the concerns expressed by students.

History faculty will liaise with alumni in order to determine if the revised policy has enhanced their ability to find employment on graduation.

D) Date of implementation

The policy change will be implemented Spring 2010.







