October 2010
Dear Faculty Members:

Western Oregon University was awarded a three-year grant (2010-2013) from the Office on Violence Against Women under the Grants to Reduce Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, and Stalking on Campus Program.  This award provides the opportunity to develop and strengthen effective programs to violence against women. The comprehensive efforts are designed to enhance victim services, implement prevention and education programs, and develop and strengthen security and investigation strategies in order to prevent and respond to domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault and stalking crimes on campus.
The overall purpose of the proposed project is threefold:  1) to provide a safe, respectful campus environment for all students, staff and faculty, 2) to expand the victim assistance services and resources available to WOU’s students, and to 3) increase the campus and community’s awareness and understanding about rape myths, sexual assault on college campuses, the link between alcohol consumption and date rape, myths about domestic violence, and what each person can do to prevent violence against women.
WOU’s Campus Against Sexual Assault (CASA) program is collaborating with internal groups on campus and external community partners to coordinate the various activities, determine and revise policies and protocols, and implement the goals. This grant is an opportunity for WOU to develop a sustainable program to serve students, faculty, and staff beyond the timeframe of the grant. WOU’s campus public safety officers and disciplinary boards will receive training in effective strategies to respond to sexual assault, domestic and/or dating violence, and stalking cases and WOU’s Student Health and Counseling Center will receive additional training for medical staff to assist in sexual assault medical responses.

Questions can be directed to Project Director - Dr. Christina Reagle. She can be reached at 503.838.8871 or reaglec@wou.edu
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