WOU Academic Re-Start Program

There are some WOU undergraduate students who experience significant academic difficulties that lead them to end their enrollment at WOU.  Current WOU policies do not adequately recognize or support students who, while away from WOU, have changed and improved their academic potential to succeed.  

Several other OUS campuses including OSU, OIT, EOU and SOU have policies that proactively support the return to school for students who on their first try failed or struggled academically.  WOU lacks such a policy despite its strengths in providing students a highly personalized and supportive educational environment.  

Proposed Policy

Effective date:  Fall 2010

Affected student population:  

Undergraduate students who experienced academic difficulties and who have been separated from WOU for five or more academic years 

Eligibility: 


Upon their return to WOU students must:

· Be enrolled full time for at least their first 2 consecutive academic terms

· Have completed at least 24 credits during those two terms

· Have a minimum GPA of 2.5 during those terms

· Have a declared academic major

· Have a letter of recommendation from their academic advisor

· Receive approval from department chair


Benefits:

Creation of a transition period for the returning student that supports successful completion of a student’s degree requirements.

Students who meet the eligibility requirements may elect to have all courses from up three contiguous terms from their prior WOU enrollment excluded from being used in the determination of WOU GPA, credits, and institutional degree requirements.  Note: all courses in the selected term(s) will be excluded.   Students cannot pick and choose which courses to have excluded.  

All courses and grades received in the selected Re-Start terms will continue to be on the student’s transcript, but they will be noted as being excluded (i.e. similar to a repeated course)

A comment of “WOU Re-Start” will added to the transcript below each of the affected academic terms.

Process:


Students must submit all paperwork (written request, letter of recommendation and department chair approval) to the Office of the Registrar.  

