
Fostering	Collegiate	Success	
	
	
Description	
	
Fostering	Collegiate	Success	is	a	WOU	initiative	that	provides	the	pathway	and	
support	necessary	to	help	students	who	have	been	in	foster	care	succeed	in	college.	
Bringing	together	financial,	social,	and	educational	support	systems,	the	initiative	
works	to	remove	common	barriers	to	college	completion	and	helps	to	make	the	
university	experience	rich	and	meaningful	for	this	nontraditional	student	
population.	Components	of	the	Fostering	Collegiate	Success	initiative	include:	

 Coordination	with	Independent	Living	Programs	
 Web‐based	student	resources	
 Fundraising	
 Faculty/staff	training	&	mentorship		
 Community	outreach	
 Campus	awareness	campaigns	

	
You	can	help	by	informing	others	about	the	initiative,	contributing	to	our	
scholarship	fund,	participating	in	a	training,	providing	employment	opportunities	or	
other	resources	for	students,	or	joining	one	of	our	campaigns.		
	
	
	
Contact	Information	
	
For	logistical,	resource,	or	training	information,	contact:		
Karen	Sullivan	Vance,	Director	of	the	Academic	Advising	and	Learning	Center,	WOU	
503‐838‐8389;	sullivak@wou.edu	
	
For	fundraising,	community	outreach,	or	awareness	campaign	information,	contact:		
Emily	Plec,	Professor	of	Communication	Studies,	WOU		
503‐838‐8819;	plece@wou.edu	
	
For	student	resources,	support	services,	or	residential	information,	contact:	
Associate	Director,	University	Housing	
503‐838‐8658	
	
Foster	youth	interested	in	learning	more	about	the	initiative	can	also	contact:		
Shannon	Simich,	Youth	and	Family	Case	Manager,	Polk	Youth	Services	Inc.	
503‐623‐3310;	ShannonS@polkyouthservices.com	
	
	
	
	


