
ROBERT’S RULES
Prepared for Staff Senate by Dr. Leanne Merrill



WHAT ARE THEY?



◦ “Robert’s Rules” refers to the book Robert’s Rules of 
Order, Newly Revised by Henry Robert. (Available on 
permanent reserve in the library.) 
◦ The book describes a system of rules for running meetings 
for any organization. The stated goal of the system is: 

“To enable assemblies of any size, with due regard for every 
member's opinion, to arrive at the general will on the maximum 
number of questions of varying complexity in a minimum amount 
of time and under all kinds of internal climate ranging from total 
harmony to hardened or impassioned division of opinion.” 

-General Henry Robert, author 

History 



Best Practices

◦ Assume positive intent 
◦ Critique ideas, not people
◦ Listen for understanding 
◦ Keep comments focused on current issue or question 
◦ Speak only when you have the floor 



HOW DO THEY 
WORK?



Nuts and Bolts
◦ Any member may bring a proposal, called a “main motion,” to 

the floor of the senate. 
◦ The motion is then debated and potentially modified by 

amendments. 
◦ If you need more time to research or think about the motion, you 

can table it until the next meeting. 
◦ After debate has ended, the motion is voted upon (yes or no).
◦ Robert’s Rules provides structure and a script for how this debate 

happens. 



Common Motions During Debate
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